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Goal: decrease the risk of overwhelming post-splenectomy sepsis (OPSS) due to 
Streptococcus Pneumonia, Haemophilius Influenza Type B, and Neisseria Meningitides.



WHEN TO GIVE?

For patients undergoing emergency splenectomy, vaccine series 
should be started 14 days after splenectomy. 

1. For children aged 2 to 6, give two doses of PCV13 if the four-
dose PCV series is incomplete and <3 doses have been given; if 
incomplete and three doses have been given, give a single dose. 
For children >6 years old, give a single dose of PCV13. Following 
receipt of the appropriate number of PCV13 doses, give PPSV23. 
All pneumococcal vaccine doses should be given >8 weeks apart.

2. If the first dose is given at >7 months of age, give two doses. The 
second dose should be given >12 weeks after the first AND when 
the child is >1 year old.

3. Although live attenuated vaccines can be safely given to patients 
with impaired splenic function who lack other immunosuppressive 
conditions, the inactivated influenza vaccine is preferred over the 
live formulation because it is equally effective.

4. Children <9 years old who did not receive a total of two doses of 
influenza vaccine previously should receive two doses given >4 
weeks apart followed by annual revaccination with a single dose 
thereafter.
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INDICATIONS:
•All patients post-splenectomy 
•All patients with functional asplenia secondary to trauma 
(defined as grade IV/V injury)
•All patients who have undergone splenic embolization with 
less than 50% of their spleen functionally intact. 
Contraindications: allergy related to vaccination product



• Updated APSA Guidelines for the Management of 
Blunt Liver and Spleen Injuries
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